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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
            The family of Pastor Emeritus Frederick C. Gilbert, former pastor of the First Baptist Church of Bristol, who 
passed away on January 11, in his home, surrounded by Betty, his wife of 54 years and his family. He was the 
pastor from 1981 to 2001. 
 
NEXT WEEK 
            Saturday: SPNM Spelling Bee.  Monday: ABCORI office closed for MLK, Investment Committee. Tuesday: 
All Staff lunch with Ministers Council, BOM.   Wednesday: Personnel, Annual Gathering Committee. Thursday: 
Communications.  Saturday: ABCORI envisioning retreat. 
 
FROM LILIANA’S DESK 
            Well, have you noticed? It has been a whole year already since I began as your Executive Minister! Where 
did the time go? Let me recap a little bit. 
·  We’ve started two new churches and have three more on the table. 
·  We’ve had a training on evangelism and are planning the next for this spring. 
·  We’ve had a meeting of the AB Men of Rhode Island and are preparing to launch a new program. 
·  We’ve gathered the ABCORI leadership for an envisioning retreat and are holding the second one this month. 
·  We’ve launched a Children in Poverty initiative and are recruiting people all around the State to work with us. 
·  We’ve accepted the challenge of leading two Mission Explosions: one to India and one to Honduras. 
·  We’ve introduced a Readiness for Change program to some local congregations. 
·  We’ve established deeper relationships with churches and clergy. 
·  We’ve affirmed our ecumenical and interfaith relationships. 
·  We’ve strengthened our partnership with TABCOM. 
·  We’ve become a better team by offering development opportunities and creating accountability systems 

among the staff members. 
·  We’ve renovated the Baptist Fund of RI in an effort to create source-of-support for the ministries of our local 

churches. 
·  We’ve created a Communications Task Force that improved our website and continues to upgrade. 

      We have done a lot in one year, and we did together! This is a team effort. I was very blessed to come to 
a Region where people understand the concept of joint ministry. This year 2008 presents us with new 
challenges and new opportunities. I pray that we can become strong and healthy congregations, and that we 
can make an impact in this State. 

 
SPELLING BEE  FUND-RAISER FOR SPMN  
            South Providence Neighborhood Ministries is holding an ADULT spelling bee ! at the SPNM 
headquarters, Calvary Baptist Church, 747 Broad Street, in South Providence, on Saturday afternoon, January 
19th, from 1:30 – 4:30 p.m.   Three-person teams, drawn from churches or other groups and interested individuals, 
will compete in a round robin tournament led by “Word-Master” Barbara Morse Silva, well-known Channel 10 TV 
news personality.  Cost is $200 per team, onlookers and team supporters $5 per person. Soups, snacks and 
other munchies donated by local delis and sandwich shops, available at a nominal price. In addition, “beehive” 
games of prizes (small purchase fees) to divert the onlookers’ attention if the Spelling Bee occasionally slows 
down.  A “Queen Bee” trophy prize will be awarded. The winning team will hold this coveted prize for a year 
before handing it on to the next year’s winner.  We hope that your church or organization will both field a team 
and bring supporters.   Plan to attend this fun event for a good cause, Saturday, January 19! Contact James 
Findlay at 783-2254, Yvette Kenner at 461-7509, or email nancy@spmn.org 
 
COME CHEER ON YOUR ABCORI SPELLING BEE TEAM - The A LPHA-bets! 



            ABCORI is sending a 3-person team to the SPNM Spelling Bee this Saturday, Calvary Baptist at 1:30 
PM and we need your support!   We thank the many generous donors who have graciously provided the $200 
entry fee for our team.  We raised MORE than enough, which means we can BUY our way back into the Bee at 
$35 per mistake, should we misspell a word!  Now we need as many as possible to attend the Bee, cheer us 
on and enjoy the FUN! 
 
ABCORI LEADERSHIP RETREAT 
            Attention all ABCORI leaders!!! Saturday January 26th we hold our second Leadership Retreat. All 
members of BOM, Departments and Committees, all pastors, and all chairs of Affiliated Organizations are 
especially invited. If you attended the November 17, 2007 retreat, we need you r feedback once again!  If you 
missed that first retreat, please come to this one. We are shaping the future direction of ABCORI’s ministry and 
this is your opportunity to give your input to this important task. In our previous experience, we honed in on our 
priorities. Now we will look at our mission and vision and explore how we will improve our structure in order to 
accomplish our goals.  So that we may be prepared and have an accurate meal count, contact Sandy@abcori.org 
or call 294-6318 ext.111, before end of day Tuesday, 1/22, to let us know that you will be attending. 
            The facilitator for the day is Rev. Dr. Jeff Woods, Associate General Secretary of ABC-USA. Please don’t 
miss this opportunity to be heard. We gather at Canonicus in Shaub Lodge promptly at 8:30 a.m. and work 
together until 5 p.m.  Lunch is included and participation is free. 
 
SEEKING PART TIME FOOD SERVICE PERSONNEL  
            Canonicus is now accepting applications for part time food prep kitchen staff for its busy year-round 
conference ministry.  Immediate positions available.  This is an ideal opportunity for anyone with food prep/line 
cook experience or someone willing to learn these skills under the direction of our Kitchen Supervisor.  The 
position includes early morning and weekend hours with flexible scheduling available.  RI Food Service Safety 
Certification is helpful but not required for this specific opportunity.  For an application, please contact Colleen 
Tolhurst, Administrative Assistant to the Director. X 110 or colleen@abcori.org  
 
MISSIONS 
            If you want information about American Baptist Missions, you can visit http://www.abc-usa.org/missions/. 
There you can get all the support you need as a Mission Advocate and information about when to collect the 
different offerings and how to send them. You can visit the site even if you are not the mission’s person or the 
treasurer of your church. 
 
HONDURAS 
            Enrique Newman, son of Dr. Hector Newman whom you’ve heard at our last Mission Celebration, will be 
visiting ABCORI during the month of March. He is available to share about the Mission Explosion in Honduras 
with churches on Sunday mornings or any other times that are convenient to you. If you are interested in bringing 
him to your congregation or small group, please contact Marilyn Gustafson at marilgus@aol.com. 
 
MISSIONAL CHURCHES 
            ABCORI has entered a new partnership with ABC-USA to develop a Missional Churches program. 
Currently, we are looking for six churches, who together, will participate in a two-year, learning-community 
process that will include special training, hands-on experience, and a small grant to make it possible. If you are 
interested, please contact Liliana at liliana@abcori.org. 
 
WINTER CAMPING OPPORTUNITY 
            Canonicus is pleased to offer a program for campers this winter. Campers will arrive at Canonicus on 
Sunday night, February 17, and return home Tuesday afternoon, February 19.  Accommodations for this program 
are in our Green and Rathbun retreat lodges.  There will be lots of fun winter activities, worship, and devotional 
time. Cost for this event is $175. (A limited number of scholarships are available).  For more information, please 
call Matt Black at 401-294-6318 ext 105.  
Download a flyer here to post on your church bulletin board. 
 
LAST CALL! 
            In less than two months, opportunities to register for The Spirituality & Stewardship Event: Friday, April 4, 
and Saturday April 5, 2008, at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 10 Lincoln Square, Worcester, MA, will have passed the 
registration deadline of March 8.  Contact your church leaders to get a complete brochure, or come to the 
ABCORI office. Online registration is quick and easy: visit www.umfne.org to register now! Questions? Call Chris 
McGuire at 1-800-595-4347 x102 or email chrism@umfine.org. Special notes:  Friday 1:00pm to 6:30pm, dinner 
with speaker, and workshops; Saturday, 8:00am until 2:45pm, worship (Rev. Dr. Roy Medley), keynote speaker, 



morning and afternoon workshops, closing worship. There will be many helps, information and spiritual growth for 
you and your church. The event is limited to 300 participants. 
 
CARPOOL TO THE SPIRITUALITY & STEWARDSHIP EVENT ON SATURDAY APRIL 5, 2008 
            If you would like to attend on Saturday, April 5 and wish to carpool please, call Linda Martin at the 
ABCORI office 294-6318, extension 103 or you can send electronically to linda@canonicus.org.  If there is 
enough interest, we may be able to get a van or use the camp van. 
 
RECOMMITMENT SERVICE IN MEMORY OF SUE HASTINGS  
            The RI Peace Mission will remember Sue, with a service of recommitment, followed by sharing a potluck 
meal. Sue, an active peace advocate and member of Shawomet Baptist Church, passed away November 21, 
2007. The memorial/recommitment service for Sue is on Saturday, January 19, at 11 a.m., at the Providence 
Friends Meeting House, 99 Morris Avenue, Providence. Snow date is January 26. The Meeting House will be 
open at 10:30 a.m., to give time to hang your coat and take your potluck dish to the kitchen. For more information, 
call Carol at 724-7700, Ext. 6 or Phil at 461-3683. 
 
PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER POSITION 
            The Community Church of Providence is searching for someone willing to come to the church once a 
month to complete the Federal and State Tax checks and the RI Disability check from Quick Books. Pay is 
negotiable. Please contact the church (401-751-9328) if interested. Our Treasurer is Anne W. Burnham and her 
number is 508-252-3442, email: awburnham@aol.com. 
 
FREE & LOOKING FOR A GOOD HOME 
            A Thomas Solid State organ, with upper and lower keyboards, and half pedals, plus bench. All you have to 
do is contact Marjorie Dale at 785-0999 before 2/25/2008. 
 

The ABCORI Calendar  
Items highlighted in yellow indicate additions or c hanges to the calendar  

2008 
Jan 19 1:30-4:30 p.m. SPNM Spelling Bee fund raiser Calvary Baptist 
Jan 21 7:00 a.m. MLK Jr. Scholarship Breakfast Rhodes on the Pawtuxet 
Jan. 22 7:00 p.m. Board of Mission First Baptist - Wickford 
Jan 24 9:00 p.m. PBS Prayer in America Forum URI – Kingston Campus 
Jan 26 8:30 – 5:00 p.m. Part II Envisioning Retreat Shaub Dining Lodge 
Feb 4 7:00 p.m. Baptist Home Board Philips Memorial 
Feb 8-9 6:00 p.m. Spiritual Growth Retreat ABWM Sea Crest – Falmouth, MA 
Feb. 9 9 – 3:30 p.m. RUAH Canonicus – Tefft Chapel 
Feb 10 3:00 p.m. Installation Rev. Diane M. Pomeroy 1st Baptist Pawtucket 
Feb 11 6:00 p.m. Investment Dinner Pooled Fund Warwick Central 
Feb 14 4:00 p.m. S&A North Scituate 
Feb 17-19  Winter Camping Experience Canonicus 
March 1 9 – 12 p.m. White Cross Workshop Lakewood Baptist Church 
March 2 1:30 p.m. Ordination of Orlando Irizarry Calvary 
March  3 7:00 p.m. ABCORI Annual Meeting TBA 
April 4 & 5 Friday 1:00 p.m. 

Sat. 8:00 a.m. 
Spirituality & Stewardship biennial 
event 

Crowne Plaza Worcester MA 

April 5 9 – 3:00 p.m. ABWMRI State Meeting Memorial Baptist - Seekonk 
April 19 9 – 3:30 p.m. RUAH Canonicus – Tefft Chapel 
April 22 7:00 p.m. Board of Mission Berean Baptist  
April 26 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. ABCORI Annual Gathering Central Baptist--Westerly 
May 5-7  Ministers Retreat Block Island 
June 22 4:00 p.m. ABCORI Celebration Calvary Baptist Church 
Sept 19-21   ABCUSA World Mission Conf. Second Baptist–Suffield CT 
Oct 4  Crop Walk Goddard State Park-Warwick 

Oct 18 3 – 8 p.m. ABW Fall Meeting TBA 

 


