
 
 
REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE MINISTER: 
 
It’s hard to believe it has been a year.  I began my tenure as your Executive Minister in mid-February (and mid-
snow storm) 2013.  And now, it is mid-February (and mid-snow storm) 2014.  
I am thankful for this opportunity. You have been welcoming and gracious in your hospitality as well as earnest 
and consistent in our ministry together. 
 
One of the things that attracted me to ABCORI was the regional motto: “Healthy Pastors and Healthy 
Churches.” After journeying with you for 12 months, I can report that this is more than a mere motto.  In the 
face of the 21st century challenges for local church and pastoral ministry ABCORI can celebrate many healthy 
pastors and healthy churches.  It has been my privilege to worship with 30 of our congregations as well as 
spend personal time with many of our pastors and I am amazed as how many diverse ways you are 
participating with God in God’s mission.  I am honored to share in ministry with all of you. Even as I provide 
support and leadership for many of our shared ministries, I am learning from you. You have helped me become 
more aware that “healthy” is not defined by age or size, but by faithfulness, vision, and courage. You have 
encouraged me to begin to understand some of the unique challenges and opportunities of ministering in New 
England and Rhode Island, specifically. I have been made aware of the fruitfulness of ministries that have 
grown out of your unique passions and gifts. And, you have taught me to eat stuffies, crab cakes, chowder, 
and calamari, as well as to always pack a lunch if my regional travels require me to range so far afield that I 
must cross a bridge. 
 
In this book of reports you will read of the variety of ministries which you have shared in 2013. I hope you take 
time to celebrate the accomplishments, of which there were many, and be challenged by the vision which is 
growing. Our various ministry teams continue to seek fresh and accessible ways to serve our local 
congregations and facilitate our shared ministries. Their work is both challenging and energizing.  Our 
operations team and various administrative groups have been faithful in their leadership and discernment. We 
are in a healthier place financially and administratively due to their good efforts. 
 
On a personal and professional level much of my joy has come from the privilege of working alongside your 
good staff. These individuals bring both gifts and commitment to our shared ministry. I am thankful every day 
for their insights and expertise. Although their professional foci are on specific areas of ministry (elder care, 
conferencing, camping, financial health, grounds and facilities, and more) they share a passion for our work 
together in all our local congregations as well as at that shared sacred space we call Canonicus. 
 
I look forward to the coming year. We will see new opportunities for local and regional ministries. Some of you 
will take holy risks and celebrate sacred moments. Others will gain confidence and perspective on how God is 
calling and empowering you to join in God’s mission in your local neighborhoods and beyond. Together we will 
build on the opportunities for training, connection, and encouragement that have served us in the past by 
reaching out to one another in new ways. Not everything we do will have the appearance of immediate 
success; but we are Rhode Island churches.  We know something about persistence. We know God’s work is 
not measured by mere weeks and months. God has been working in and through Baptists in Rhode Island for 
several centuries and although much has changed, God is still present and we are still listening to God’s word 
and available for God’s mission. That is why we continue to say together: “Based upon our commitment to 
Jesus, the Christ, and the leading of the Holy Spirit, we, the American Baptist Churches of Rhode Island, exist 
to resource our people and to engage in Christ-centered ministries by promoting and building healthy pastors 
and healthy churches to bring the whole gospel to the whole world.” 
 
Thankfully, 
Tom Wiles 
Executive Minister 


